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I.—Forz1en Potties. 


késh, of the 29th April, referring to the rumour that 
ghee eotmes another expedition will be sent to Bhamo under 


another warin Burma. the command of Lord Wolseley, asks whether 


ment is not responsible to God for spending the money 
ee Roe thar like water under the influence of delusive hopes of con- 


quering new lands. 
IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


9 A correspondent of the Santi, of the 24th April, complains of the 
_ prevalence of dacoity in places within the juris- 
Deccity in the Serajgunge sub- Giction of thana Ull4pard, in the Serajgunge 
— . gub-division. The dacoits have looted some 
hops and severely beaten the shopkeepers. The police are unable to trace 
wai The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 24th April, says that some agriculturists 
¥ ar recently discovered a dead body in the field 
“killa de of Maskt4dighi near Kajla. The body was 
fund in a hollow adjoining a mulberry field and was covered with bricks. 
The peasants gave information to the police, who, after making an inquiry, 
jeclared cholera to have been the cause of death. But as there was the 
mark of an incision on the throat, there is reason to believe that the man 
met with his death from violence. ‘The higher officers of the Police should 
enquire. 
' 4, A correspondent of the same paper says that there has been a 
— sn serious outbreak of cholera at Bilmariya, 
pciclera within the jurisdiction of Dachamariya, and five or six other villages 
adjoining the village of Sadhanpore, within 
the jurisdiction of Pathia thana, and dead bodies are being thrown into the 
nver Borahi. The police authorities are requested to put a stop to this 
pollution of river water. . 

5. The Surabhi o Patdkd, of the 25th Apmi, complains that wine 
is sold at Calcutta throughout the night and 
| in certain places near every theatre. Wine 
8 also hawked at night in prostitutes’ quarters under such false names 
3 Horibol or Haturi. Many grog-shops remain open at night, and there are 
tow many Mussulman hotels in Calcutta where wine can be had at night. 

If a Police Superintendent goes about in disguise at night, he will be 
able to satisfy himself about the correctness of all these statements. The 
uth may.also be ascertained by employing detectives and offering rewards 
for the detection of theoffence. But the employment of detectives would 
be the better plan. 

6. The Samaya, of the 26th April, says that the charge of the inquiry 
as to whether the Hindu preacher, who calls 
himself Tarakbrahma Brahmachari, is really 
an agent of Dhuleep Singh, should not be 
‘ttrusted to common police officers, but to some impartial officers. The 


tly the habit of getting up false cases with a view of obtaining credit 


Sale of liquor at night in Calcutta. 


saat Suspected agent of Dhuleep 


7. The same paper gives the two following cases to illustratethe oppres- 
ne sion which is committed by the Magistracy 
lagistrates and the 


Oppression b ) : : : 
Fussil. and the police in the mofussil :-— 


Police in the mo 


oe Sometime ago some evolies and a constable were travelling in a ballast 
wt. There were a few bales of cloth io the train, and the constable 
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apprehended one of the coolies on the charge of attempting to take a cloth 
out of one of the bales. Police investigation made it out that a cloth was 
indeed protruding from one of the bales, but the bales were received j, 
exactly the condition in which they were then found. But on the strength 
of the evidence of the constable alone, the Police Inspector sent the coolie t, 
hajut,and a few days afterwards the coolie was tried before the Join. 
Magistrate. The Joint-Magistrate was not satisfied with the evidence of th. 
constable, and directed the police to produce additional evidence, and 
remanded the coolie to Aajut, After this there were two hearings of the 
case, but the police did not produce other witnesses on those occasions, (pe 
month after the institution of the suit, and on the seventh day of a month 
the guard who was in the ballast train received a summons requiring him 
to attend on the 13th of that month. On the very nextday the guard 
received another summons requiring him to attend onthe 12th. He complied 
with the second summons and attended the Joint-Magistrate’s Court, which 
was at a distance of 40 miles, on the 12th. But the Joint-Magistrate told 
him that the second summons had been issued by mistake, and that the case 
would be heard the next day. ‘The guard said that, as he knew nothing 
about the case, it would be well if his evidence was taken that very day. 
But this request was not complied with, and the guard had to take leave 
again and travel back those 40 miles. He came the next day but did not 
find the Joint-Magistrate at Court; but the Joint-Magistrate had the guard 
brought to his bungalow, where his evidence was taken, and the guard having 
declared that he knew nothing about the case, the coolie was discharged, 
But when the coolie’s pleader asked the Joint-Magistrate’s permission to 
prosecute the constable for giving false evidence, the Joint-Magistrate said 
that the constable had appreliended the coolle in good faith, and he could 
not be therefore punished. 


The next case is as folluws :-— 


A native railway employé was charged with an offence and took leave 
for the purpose of defending himself. But immediately afterwards he 
heard that the hearing of his case had been postponed, and he therefore 
went to his native village, to spend the term of bis leave there. The next 
day a constable came with a warrant and apprehended him. To avoid 
being subjected to indignities, he offered to accompany the constable of 
his own free will, but the constable handcuffed him and made him walk 
on foot 10 miles in that state. He was kept in hajut and brought before 
the Magistrate on the third day. The Magistrate acquitted him because he 
was found innocent. In this case, the Magistrate did not of course do 
anything very wrong. But the police ventures to oppress people because 
the Magistrates, who are the heads of the police, are themselves oppressive. | 

S. The Grdmbdst, of the 27th April, says that the new Chowkidan 
Act has become an instrument of oppression it 
the mofussil. It is as great a source of hard- 
ship to panchayets as to ryots. The Act requires panchayets to pay chowki- 
dars’ salaries on the due dates on the pain of having their goods and furniture 
removed and sold. The Act also imposes upon panchavets the duty of 
detecting the person who commits any offence in their villages, but the 
police gives them no help in doing so. Chowkidars do not obey panchayels 
and do not consider it their duty to visit the villages for which they are 4? 
pointed. They think their whole duty done by performing menial service for 
the daroga, the jemadar, the constable, the Police Inspector, the Depu' 
Magistrate, the District Superintendent of Police, and the Magistrate. | 0 
the work of keeping watch in villages devolves entirely on panchayets who 
have to undergo much trouble and suffering in discharging their honoraly 
duties. They sometimes receive cuffs and blows and have sometimes 
pay bribes. They must obey every policeman’s order on pal of being 


Panchayets and village chowkidars. 
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3 | ‘hle for respectable people—aye, for very ordinary people 
aa gto py render ca adh wg And the worst of it is that this 
ro cannot be thrown off at will. Being oppressed in this way, paa- 
eae revenge themselves by doubly oppressing the villagers. This con- 
fiton of things may be improved by giving the villagers the right of eg 
ing and er ear | — The subject ought soon to engage the 

; authorities. 

+ The Seaiivans of the 27th April, says that the Khulna student's 
case has been dismissed, but the trial has 
The District Superintendent of Jovealed a new secret. The watchman who was 
esas in the garden at the time when the assault 
upon him was committed was a police constable. But he was not in 
police uniform then, because the Police Superintendent had ordered him 
io keep watch in the garden in his orcinary dress. The authorities should 
therefore enquire under what rule the Police Superintendent employed a 
policeman, a servant of Government, to keep guard in a private garden which 

is his private property. ; a 
10. The Som Prakash, of the 29th April, in noticing a correspon- 
dence complaining of the prevalence of incen- 
Tncendiarism in the Ranaghat sub- diarism within the Ranaghat sub-division of 
— the Nuddea district, remarks that there are 
many things in the English rule which make the people feel that they are 
enjoying under that rule allthe happiness which their forefathers enjoyed 
during the blessed reign of King Ram, but there are other things which 
make them feel as if they were living in the period of anarchy which 
intervened between the ruin of the Moghul Empire and the commencement 
of English rule. The correspondent speaks of five cases of incendiarism. 
One of these took place at the very head-quarters of the sub-division, and 
thehouse to which fire was set was the house of the late Court Sub-Inspector, 
Baboo Asutosh Banerjee. Houses have also been set on fire at Santipore, 
and the _Haringhata thana itself has been burnt down. But the police has 

not been able to apprehend the offenders. 

ll. The Navavibhakar Sddhérani, of the 29th April, referring to the 
arrest of Tarakbrahmananda on the suspicion 
of his being Dhuleep’s spy, Pratap Singh, 
remarks that Tarakbrahmananda is only 33 or 34 years old, whilst Pratap 
Singh must be much older. His appearance and accent also clearly show 
that he is a Bengali who has long resided in the North-Western Provinces. 


Arrest of Tarakbrahmananda. 


But Pratap Singh has nothing like a Bengali appearance. ‘The arrest of 
this man does not speak much for the intelligence of the police. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


12, The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 24th April, referring to the case 


The Sess; against Bauru Mandal and others, tried at the 
mesons Wudge of Rajshabye. ~—Jast Sessions of the Rajshahye Judge’s Court, 


remarks as follows :-— 


Iu this case there were four defendants, of whom three were repre- 
ented by pleaders, and one who was very poor engaged the services of a 
puchtear, But the Judge did not allow the mukhtear to plead in his 
Saad As there is no law preventing mukhtears from pleading in a Judge’s 

a the action of the Judge of Rajshahye has been reprehensible to a 
5 e 

13. A correspondent of the Sanjtvani, of the 27th April, reports the 
following cases from Assam :— 

The manager of a certain tea-garden in 
the district of Jorehat in “Assam severely 
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— a coolie, and then brought a charge against him under section 179 
of Act I. 

The whipping was so severe that the coolie had to be brought int 
Court on a charpoy by two fellow coolies. He represented this fact to the 
Assistant Commissioner who was trying the case, and showed to him the 
marks of the rattan on his person. Yet the Assistant Commissioner gen. 
tenced him to one month’s imprisonment. 

The same correspondent gives another case in which a man was charged 
with the offence of having brought a false case and Government prosecuted 
The man who gave evidence against the defendant in this case was kept in 
the thana under: police custody to prevent him from being influenced by 
the other side. 

The Chief Commissioner of Assam is asked to enquire into these two 
Cases. 


(c).—JSazls. 


14. The Samaya, of the — April, referring to the complaint of 
ere the Manager of the Darjeeling Co-operative 
or Stores that he is suffering loss trom the sale 
of bread manufactured in jails at a low price, remarks that jail manufactures 
should not be sold in the market. 


(d)—LHducation. 


15. The Sadr Sudhdnidhi, of the 22nd April, says that there are in the 

The Senate of the Calcutta Univer. Senate of the Calcutta University many persons 

nity. who are rich without being learned and many 

flatterers who possess neither riches nor learning. The decisions of such an 
assembly on educational questions cannot be always right. : 


16. The Chdruvarid, of the 22nd April, says that the establishmen 
of technical schools in this country has become 
absolutely necessary. And if Government had 
not been parsimonious in the matter of educational expenditure, technical 
schools would have been by this time established in the country. Gover- 
ment should, without delay, take the question of technical education into it 
consideration. The Fellows of the University should also take an active 
interest in the matter. 
17. The same paper expresses the hope that, now that Mr. Tawney has 

Mr. Tawney and the University been appointed Registrar of the Calcutta 
examinations. University, unusual delay will not, occur 10 
publishing the results of the University examinations. 7 

18. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 23rd April, says that no Indian | 

Technical schools and Indian indus- industries will thrive so long as the Government 
tries. of this country adheres to its free trade 
policy. It is thought by both the Government and the public that the 
establishment of technical schools will lead to an improvement in tte 
manufacturing industry of this country. -But this view appears delusive of 
chimerical to all who see that the native artisans possess considerable skill 12 
their respective crafts, but are unable to earn their bread in competition 
with English manufacturers. And it will be impossible for Indian manule 
turers to compete with English manufacturers so long as Indian es 
are not protected by Government. But the English Government, La xg 
ruining Indian industry by taking the import duty off English articles 12 * 
name of free trade, has not been able to adopt the free trade principle 10 ! 
entirety in England itself. 


Technical schools in this country. 
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a ill, perhaps, ask—why do not the Indians establish mills and 
saat? The best aa seadiest answer is, this is more easily said than done. 
Capital is required’ for the establishment: of mills and factories, and even if 
capital is raise 


Foglish merchants will not try to cripple this joint-stock industry too? The, 


story of the Bombay eotton-mills makes this a perfectly pertinent question. - 
There can be no hope of Indian industries flourishing unless padiane 
s them by 


themselves encourage those industries and Government protect 
levying import duties on’ English manufactures. _ | 
19. Tne Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 25th:April, approves of the propos 

of the Diréctor of Public Instruction to abolish 
ees the Hindu school, and to establish a technical 


school in the building occupied by it, and expresses the hope that the school 
vill be a good one of its kind, and no niggardliness will be shown in 
spending money for it. But there is one point connected with this matter 
which requires consideration. Many rich men made endowments in aid of 
the Hindu school, and it is doubtful whether those endowments can be 
applied to any other purpose than that for which they were made. How 
are those endowments to be dealt with ? 
20. The Semaya,of the 26th April, says that it must bevery painful toone 
the Upper Primary:Examination in to hear any charge against a bigh educational 
oo eeenney eee. _ officer like Baboo Radhikaprasanna Mookerjea. 
It is nearly two and-a-half months since the Upper Primary Examination 
was held'in the Presidency Circle. But the results of that examination have 
not yet been published. The writer has heard from a reliable source that 
Radhika Babu will not publish the results of that examination: in the 
Caleutta Gazette this year. The results used to be published every year in 
the Calcutta Gazette. Why should then a departure be made this year 
from that practice? Until the results of the examination are published in 
the Gazette or the passed candidates receive certificates, they cannot get 
themselves admitted into schools; and the delay in publishing the.results 
of the examination is therefore interfering with their studies. 
21. The Som Prakdsh, of the 29th April, says that only 300 out of 
ae a the 1,200 candidates who appeared at the last 
niversity examinations —_ B. A. Examination have passed. This result 


cannot but be considered very unsatisfactory. Three months have elapsed 
‘ince the Entrance and First Arts Examinations were held, and there is yet 
00 knowing when the results of those examinations will be published. Will 
the public never know how the Syndicate and the Examiners do their work ? 
22. The Navavibhakar peenerat of the vicina pix ave that the 
ae 3 lacing of two divisions under one Inspector is a. 

wee oe sic of loss rather than of profit. The 
Chota Nagpore Division is under the jurisdiction of the Presidency Ins- 
pector. But the Presidency Inspector remains at Calcutta, and goes to 
yiota Nagpore not more than once or twice in a year, and all real work is. 
7 by the Assistant Inspector of Schools in Chota Nagpore. The visits 
the Presidency Inspector to Chota Nagpore have, therefore, no other 
Lungible result save the expenditure of a considerable sum of money in the 
‘tape of travelling allowances. Similarly, in the Orissa Division, which is 
, 9 the jurisdiction of the Inspector of the Western. Circle, all real work 
nd one by the Joint-Inspector, the Inspector going there only once a year 
. charging travelling allowance to Government. So, two divisions under one 
eee i§ an arrangement which costs Government Rs. 400 or Rs. 500 a 
ae the shape of travelling allowances without producing any advantage 
ty noting. Ifthe Chota Nagpore and Orissa Divisions are constituted 
independent circles, there will be a saving of Rs. 400 or Rs. 500 a year 


Under the head of travelling allowances, and a further saving of ten or twelve — 


d on the joint-stock principle, what guarantee is there that. 
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thousand rupees a year may be made by abolishing the Assistant Inspectn.. 
ships in the Presidency and Western Circles, which, being reduced ge 
division each, will be able to do without an Assistant Inspector. If in the 
same way the a : | 

of the Inspector of the Dacca Division, and the Bhagulpore Division from 
the jurisdiction of the Inspector of the Patna Division, a really large gay; 
will be effected which will enable Government to do its grant-in-aid wor; 
much better than it is now doing. 


_by one 
ong Division is removed from the jurisdiction 


23. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 30th April, referring 
to pes last University examinations, observes 
as follows :— 


Twelve hundred candidates appeared at the last BA. examination, 


The University examinations. 


out of whom only 800 have passed. What can be the cause of s0 much 
failure? It is calculated to give rise to suspicion in the public mind. 
Again, the delay in the publication of the result of the examination has not 
been satisfactorily accounted for. The candidates who appeared at the last 
Entrance and First Arts Examinations have been kept in a state: of crue 
suspense. The result of those examinations is not yet out. All this makes 
it imperative that the rules of the University regarding the selection of 
Examiners and other matters connected with the University examinations 
should be changed without delay. The present system, under which 
Examiners are selected by votes, is objectionable, and should be changed, 


— (e)\—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


24. The Chdruvarid, of the 22nd April, says that it is a matter of 
daily observation that the people of every 
comntnicipal administration in this place where there is a municipality are more 
or less discontented. This discontent is of 
two kinds, discontent which must exist and discontent which can be pre- 
vented. Preventible discontent is such as chiefly arises either from the 
municipal authorities paying no heed to the just complaints of the rate- 
payers or from a reckless abuse of power by the Municipal Chairman. As 
regards this, it may be observed that if the people of the country ‘do not 
array themselves against such abuse of power by the Municipal Chairman 
and the Municipal authorities generally, Municipal administration in ths 
country will be a failure. The case of the Dacca and Serampore Muni- 
cipalities is then referred to, and it is observed that the bad name whici 
those municipalities have got is due to the existence within them of petty 
abuses of long standing. These two municipalities ought to serve # 

a warning to the rate-payers of other municipalities, eee 

Rate-payers should be prompt in dealing with abuses in their respective 
municipalities. For, unless checked in time and quickly, abuses, however 
petty or insignificant, are calculated to bring discredit on the cause of 
municipal administration in the country, “- 

The Mymensingh Municipelit 25. A correspondent of the same péptt 
ee ee thus writes about the Mymensingh Mon: 
cipality :— 

1. . The sanitary arrangements of the municipality are very 1p 
fect. Though situated on the high bank of prqpeen 
Brahmaputra, the soil of Mymensingh is very humid, ow 
is the reason that during the rainy season the people 

place suffer very much from cough, cold, fever, dysent 

and other diseases. The drainage of the ome 
i 


fect. The town also abounds with filthy isan 
many of which are full of jungle, 
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9. There are many stebles within the town, and the municipal . 


arrangement for removing filth therefrom is very imperfect. 
The municipality should either remove these stables from 
their present site within the most populous part of the 
town, or make better arrangement for clearing them. 

3 The municipal practice of throwing stable refuse into large 
ditches and covering them with only a layer of earth is 
very objectionable from a sanitary point of view. * 

4, Some of the rules of the municipality, such as the one requiring 

people to keep kitchen refuse outside their houses for 
removal by methers, are not at all enforced. 

5. The privies within the municipality are not properly cleansed. 


96, Acorrespondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 23rd April, 
a ie objects to the proposal to impose a night-soil 
The Benkoorn Municipality. tox within the Bankoora Municipality on the 
ground that, if this tax is imposed, it will have to be paid even by those who 
have not privies is their houses, and who have not even any available space 
to build privies upon. Bankoora is not now so healthy a place as it was 
before. The municipality is therefore requested to take the old tanks into 
‘tsown hands and to reclaim them, to excavate a large tank, to put a stop 
to the practice of washing hides in the Gandheewari river, and to employ 
qualified doctors in place of quacks, 3 
27, Another correspondent of the same paper says that cholera has 
broken out among the coolies at Ranigunge. 
Outbreak of cholera at Ranit "The existence of coolie depdts within the town 
nah is the cause of cholera outbreaks in that place. 
Mr. Sharp insisted upon coolie depdts being built at a distance of one mile 
from the town. But that rule has now been relaxed in deference to the 
wishes of the European coolie recruiters of the town. Scarcity of water is 
also one of the causes of these outbreaks. The municipality spent a large 
sum of money last year, but it made no attempt to remove this want. 
28. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that the 
ae management of the Culna cattle-pound has 
cattle--pound. . . : ce ° 
become worse since its transfer from the charge 


of the police to that of the municipality. The treatment to which impounded 
cattle are subjected in the pound is such as to move the hearts even of 
Mlechchhas, In this intense heat the cows do not even get water to drink, 
Wo eay nothing of food. 


29. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 26th April, says that there 


is great scarcity of water at Krishnagar. There 
, is only one tank in the place, and that too has 
‘very small quantity of water, which again is fouled by the washing of 
cloth in it, The municipality should put a stop to the practice of washing 
‘loth in the tank. It is difficult to get water from the river Kharia, which 

Sone mile distant from certain quarters of the town. 
30. The Som Prakésh, of the 29th April, says that it is not easy to 
ns understand why the Calcutta Municipality has 
Municipal Ane Of the new Calcutts been reconstituted. If Government's object in 
' | reconstituting the municipality had been to 
“enelit the rate-payers at large, it would not have reconstituted it in the way 
he been done. His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has done a very 
nat thing by increasing the salary of the Municipal Chairman by Rs. 500 
. Yy allowing Sir Henry Harrison to continue in his post for one year, thus 
- ining the authorship and enforcement of the new Municipal Act in the 
ated Mr. Harrison being made the executor of the new Act, he 
€ able to do anything he pleases. Again, a General Committee, on 


Scarcity of water at Krishnagar. 
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which not even half’ the wards will be represented by the elected Commis. 


sioners, will be substituted for the present Town Council, and the decisions 
of this Committee will be subject to the confirmation of the other Commis. 
sioners, who will simply read those decisions hurriedly and give their assent to 
them.’ And as Mr. Harrison himself will be the President of this Gener 
Committee, there will be henceforward in Calcutta no real Municipal Sey. 
Government, but absolute municipal despotism. Under the new Act the 
municipal taxes will be assessed according to the valuation of houses, anj 
in making that valuation not only the value of materials, but also the valy 
of land will be taken into consideration. This will make the taxes nearly 
four times as heavy as they are at present. The writer has always been 
under the impression that the municipality has nothing to do with land 
which concerns only the Collectorate, and that the municipality cannot sel] 
immoveable property in order to recover arrears of municipal taxes, But the 
municipality will now suck dry the life-blood of the rate-payers by adopting 
a new principle in this respect. Does Government mean to drive all poor 
and middle class people out of Calcutta by raising municipal taxation in this 
way? But the new Act will be very advantageous to the Europeans who 
live in rented houses. ; 


( f)— Questions affecting the land. 


31. The Sanjivant, of the 27th April, refers with approval to the 
experimental order of Government authorising 
the ryots in the Burdwan Division to pay their 
rents to the zemindars by means of money-orders. | 

New money-order forms have been prepared for the purpose, containing, 
among other things, the name of the Azs¢ for which rent is paid, and the 
amount of the road cess due from the ryot. It will be impossible, hencefor- 
ward, for zemindars to realise as road cess any sum in excess of what they are 
entitled to. The ryots will also be spared the trouble of going to the 
zemindar’s cutcherry for the purpose of paying rent. Sir Steuart Bayley’s 
new order will have the effect of keeping oppressive zemindars in check. 


Payment of rent by money-order. 


(9.)\—Railways and communications, including canals and srrigation. 


32. The Chdéruvdrtd, of the 22nd April, referring to the railway acci- 
hs wate a Oe dent at Madhanagar, observes as follows 
The official account of the accident makes out that the train was blowa 
over the bridge by the force of the wind, and that the number of deaths from 
the accident was very small. But according to the accounts of the accident 
published in some newspapers, there was no high wind at Madhanagar on the: 
day of the accident. So it seems that high winds will henceforward become — 
as invariable accompaniments of railway accidents as ruptured spleens are of 
natives killed by white men. ame | 
83. The Sénti, of the 24th April, referring to the accident at Madhan- 
gar, says that no one seems to be responsible 
for the accident, which was a purely providen- 
tial occurrence. Nevertheless, the driver ought to have stopped the train 
when the gale arose. or 
34. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 24th April, says that it is the belief 
Png ROSEN ee Se of the Magistrate of Rajshahye that the cc 
, dent at Madhanagar was due to a high wa 
and the faulty construction of the bridge. This paper is of the same optaioy, 
but it thinks that the number of the dead and wounded is larger than what 
is given in the official account. : } ey 


The accident at Madhanagar. 
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hachar, of the 24th April, referring to the proposal to con- 
sapere ee struct a railway from Dhubri to Bhamo, says 

The proposed Assam-Burma Bail- that a railway is thus going to be constructed 
sce in Assam although not a single foot of railway 


line has yet been laid in Orissa. 


96, A correspondent thus writes to the Sanjivant, of the 27th April, 


ae on the subject of the railway accident at 
The Madhanagar accident. Ma dhanag ar ‘— ; 


“At half past 5 o'clock on the 15th of April last, No. 45 up-train 
left the station of Madhanagar and started towards the station of Atrai. 
A strong gale, such as ordinarily blows in the evening at this time of the 
year, was blowing at the time. The wind gradually increased in violence, 
ind did some damage to the houses in our villages. When the wind 
eased, 1 heard that all the carriages of a railway train had fallen from a 
bridge near our village into the waters below. 1 and some other gentlemen 
of our village went towards the bridge. On the way we saw a great many 
people, more or less, wounded. On arriving at the bridge, we saw that all 
the carriages of the train, except the engine, the brake attached to the last 
carriage, and a third class carriage attached to the brake, had fallen initio 
the stream below. ‘Two third class carriages have been completely smashed. 
No other train passed over the line that night, The number of deaths from 
the accident seems to be verysmall. Up to this time only five or six dead 
bodies have been found. But the number of those who have received 
injuries is very large. A great many carriages have been wrecked. The 
ouard, the driver and the fireman of the wrecked train are safe. Though 
the accident was of an alarming nature, the number of deaths, through the 
wercy of God, has been very small.” 


37. The Bangabdst, of the 27th April, says that having received 
some letters of an alarming nature on the 
| subject of the railway accident at Madhanagar, 
the writer thought -it fit to personally visit the scene of the accident. And 


the following is what he has ascertained from the enquiry which he has 
made on the spot :— 


The scene of the occurrence was the bridge over a stream called the 
veel of Kunchemara at a distance of a mile on the northern side of the 
ftation at Madhanagar io the district of Rajshahye. The bridge in question 
about 15 or 16 cubits high from the bed of the stream below, and is 
unprotected by railing of any sort. There is a similar bridge over a stream 
called the deel of Halti, one mile south of the same station, where two 
tains going northward and: southward, respectively, used to meet every day 
after 5 o’clock in the evening. On the 15th of April, the day of the 
‘ccident, two trains going northward and southward, respectively, met at the 
‘tation at Madhanagar. Just as the trains left Madhanagar, a high wind 
ose and it began to rain. It will be a gross mistake to call that high wind 
4 tornado or a hurricane. It was nothing more than one of those north- 
westers which ordinarily occur in the months of April and May. It did no 
vamage to the houses near the bridge upon which the accident occurred, 
ara did it do any harm to the trées in its neighbourhood. It lasted 
Na for about half an hour. Its force was equally felt on the south and on 

€ north of the station at Madhanagar, yet the southward train escaped 


The Madhanagar accident. 


se any accident. For the driver of that-train slackened its speed, or, 
rcing to another account, stopped it altogether as it neared the bridge 


‘Yer the Geel of Halti mentioned aboye. The driver of the northward train 


*éms, on the other hand, to have formed the idea of crossing the brid 
) 
“Yer the beel of Kunchemara in full force. And it ene ts the eilter 
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from a most careful and detailed enquiry, that the accident was due: to the 
rashness of the driver of the train. : aa | 

It is a mistake to suppose that the carriages were blown clean over th, 
bridge by the force of the wind. The train which attempted to cross th, 
bridge at the time of the accident consisted of 20 goods wagons and on, 
first class, two second class, one intermediate class, and six third clas 
passenger carriages, and one goods wagon packed with coolies. After the 
accident the engine was found standing on the railway line over the bridge 
and behind it a goods wagon, also on the line, was found projecting , 
little towards the west, and behind the engine and the wagon a carr; 
was found standing partly on the line and partly derailed and lying to the 
west of the line. And after these was a group of some five or six Carriages 
standing one upon another eastward of the line. There were other groups of 
derailed carriages on tue east of the bridge. Now if the carriages had been 
blown clean over the bridge at the same time and in the same direction, they 
could not have fallen one over another. The line over the bridge got 
curved in three places through the pressure of the wheels of the falling 
carriages, and some sleepers along the railroad were broken. There were 
also marks of carriage wheels over the sleepers. All this shows that 
the train was not blown clean over the bridge all on a sudden, but before 
falling into the stream below it got derailed and travelled over the sleepers, 
The twisted appearance of the screws joining one Carriage with another. also 
points to the conclusion that the carriages in the binder part of the train 
fell simply on account of the high speed of the carriages in the front 

art. 

P The accident happened at about half past 5 o’clock. And within half 
an hour the people of the surrounding villages of Madhanagar, Brikutsa, 
and Durlabhapur thronged to the scene of the occurrence. From 200 to 300 


villagers were present, and one of them, a gentleman of Brikutsa, thus 
describes the scene :— 


‘Upon hearing that an accident had happened, I immediately rao 
towards the deel of Kunchemara. On the way I heard that the wounded were 
gathered in the southern quarter (dakshinapara) of the village (Bri- 
kutsa). Thereupon I first went to that place. The house of Anu Fakir 
(a resident of the village) was only four or five russees from the scene of the 
accident, and it was here that the wounded were gathered. Going to the 
house of Anu Fakir, I saw some of the wounded in wet clothes and shiver- 
ing all over, and all of them besmeared with blood and mire. The scene was 
like a field of battle. It makes my heart throb to call it to memory even 
now. One man’s nose was cut off, another man’s ears were gone, one had his 
arms and legs broken, another had a broken rib, a third had his spinal cord 
broken, and every one of them was bleeding profusely. Having made some 
atrangement for bandaging their wounds and warming their bodies, I went to 
the scene of the accident. There I found only two wounded persons, others 
having made their escape. These wounded persons were very much tertot- 
stricken, 80 much so that some of them died from sheer fear. A coolie boy; 
7 or 8 years of age, went to the house of Anu Fakir with great difficulty, and 
died 10 minutes after his arrival there.” 

At night, two hours after the accident, a special train came from 
Sanra. A gentleman who was in this special train thus describes 10 
scene :—‘ The special train stopped on the south of the bridge. The 
first thing I saw was a woman with her throat cut, besmeared all 
over with mire and writhing in agony. The next sight was a man wit 
- .a broken head. There was one more wounded person there. Having he 
that some of the wounded were staying in an adjoining house, I went there. 
‘I then saw some wounded 'coolies with a dead boy in their arms 
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.4 to vart with the dead body of the. boy and to- leave the: place. 
eee there were four dangerously (?) wounded. Nine bearers, 
5 ware passengers In the train (took refuge in the house of Baboo Ram 
Chunder Chakravarti of Brikutsa}. A man, dangerously wounded, was foand 
‘ the house of Bhagul Sardar. Forty coolies were found in one place at 
Durlabhapur. Th&s, in all, 69 eoolies were traced, and no clue was found 
ty the reste 1 found the wounded very much terror-stricken. rei 

When the search after the wounded was over, the railway line was 
cleared, and the writer went to inspect the broken carriages in order to look — 
for the dead. Three third class carriages were completely wrecked. There 
wos a dead body in one of the carriages. The second Carriage inspected 
‘sclined on one side and had its door fastened. When the door was opened, 
something like a round mass was found inside it. It was the dead body of 
, man damaged out of all recognition. The third of the three carriages had 
nothing within it. An intermediate class carriage was next inspected. The 
carriage was not wrecked, its compartments were injured, and was only slightly 
broken in some places. In one of these compartments was found the dead 
body of a woman lying on the floor at full length. In the next compartment 
was the dead body of an old man, terrific to look upon. The dead body of 
sboy was found in a third class carriage. No more dead bodies, besides the 
above four, were discovered that day (night ?), and it does not appear that 
any of the dead bodies were removed before the writer's inspection. After 
this, the information reached the writer that two more dead bodies had been 
found below a carriage, and a dead hody was floating in the deel. This 
information of seven deaths in all from the accident has been received. Of 
the wounded treated in hospital, one has died. ‘The dead body of the boy in 
the house of Anu Fakir has, it is said, been thrown away somewhere by the 
colies who had possession of it. 

The question now is, how many passengers were there in the train? 
According to Mr. Phillips, Magistrate of Rajshahye, the number of passen- 
gets in the train was 125, of whom 85 were coolies. According to the 
report of the Railway Police, the number was 140. The writer has done his 
best to ascertain the real number, and he believes that there were 168 passen- 
gersin the train at the time of the accident. Of this number, 89 were coolies, 
and the remaining 79 were ordinary passengers. That there were 79 ordinary 
passengers may be ascertained from examining the number of tickets 
issued from the stations of Sanra, Gopalpore, Malanchi, Natore, and Madha- 
nagar to the passengers travelling northward from the station at’ the last- 
named place. But that there were 79 coolies in the train, there can be no 
doubt. For Mr. Logan challaned 58 coolies, Mr. Thompson 16 coolies, 
_ me ET Company 15 coolies by that train, and the sum total of 
99, J0, and 15 is 89. 

Now considering that the carriages fell from a height of 15 cubits and 
Were smashed to pieces, it is difficult to believe that only eight men were killed 
Inthe accident. The people of the villages adjoining the place where 
the accident occurred believe that no less than 100 to 150 persons lost 
their lives on the occasion, and that during the small hours of the night 
following the day of the accident the railway authorities had the dead 

odies removed by rail to the river Padma, into which they were thrown. 
his story is believed by many in the village of Sanraghat. Some, again, 
‘ay that on the night following the day of the occurrence, two sealed 
“arrlages came to Sanra, and were kept apart the day following at a 
remote out-of-the-way place, and that a stench came from the direction 
those carriages, These carriages were cleared on Tuesday following. The 
et has made a special inquiry and ascertained that this rumour is 
Out foundation. It is strange, however, that the accident cost so few 


@ 
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lives, Three third class carriages were smashed to pieces. And in ong of 


them there were 13 people, of whom 12 escaped with their lives ang on] 
one died, and whose dead body has been found below the smashed carr; 
Another batch of 28 people escaped unhurt. These men are unable to aay 
how the accident occurred or how they escaped unhurt. 

On the day following the accident, Babu Prasantfa Nath Sanyal of 
Simla in Calcutta, who was then on his way to Brikutsa from Atrai, met with 
a Brahman man and wife, sighing and wailing and going northward, On 
being asked why they were crying, they said that they had lost their two sons 
in the accident. On being asked where their place of residence was they 
looked terrified, and went their way looking about them ina Suspicious 


manner. 
That the number of deaths in the accident was so small was due simply 


to the fact that there was very little water in the stream at the time of the 
accident. It is the writer’s conviction that the accident was due to the 
meter gauge of the railroad, as well as to the rashness of the driver. The 
road should be improved, because otherwise accidents arising from careless. 
ness on the part of drivers will become frequent on the Northern Bengal 
Railway line. 
38. <A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 29th April, protests 
| against the proposal made with the view of 
suse bales Office of the Tirhoot effecting economy to remove the Traffic Office 
of the Tirhoot State Railway from Somasti- 
pore to Mozufferpore. Somastipore is the most important place on that line, 
it being its point of junction with an important branch line as well as its 
point of junction by means of ferry steamers with the Kast Indian Railway 
at Mokamaghat. It is very necessary for the Traffic Superintendent to 
Superintend the traffic at Mokama, and this superintendence cannot be satisfac- 
torily made except from Mokama. The removal of the office to Mozufferpore 
will also affect the traffic on the branch line. The location of the Traffic 
Office at Somastipore is a great advantage to traders living near that line, 
because they have frequently to pass through that place, and can thus easily 
inform the Traffic Superintendent of any irregularity in the delivery of goods 
or of any damage done to the same. Many of the traders will not probably 
send their goods by railway if they cease to enjoy this advantage. The 
removal of the office to Mozufferpore will also necessitate the construction of 


a new office building at that place. If it is sought to reduce expenditure 


by locating all the railway offices at the same place, it would be better t 
remove the Manager’s and Examiner’s offices from Mozufferpore to Somasti- 
pore. . These offices may be located in the two large bungalows vacated by 
one of the two Traffic Superintendents and by the Store-keeper. 


(1) — General. 


39. The Arya Darpana, of the 19th April, approves of the circular of 
the Government of India prohibiting the 
collection by Government officers of subsctip- 
tions in aid of political purposes, and remarks that, as the people of ti 
country respect and fear the officers of Government, a request for gubscrip- 
tions coming from the latter is likely to be taken by them very much 10 
the light of a command. And if Government officers compel them to P4 
lots of money as subscriptions in addition to the heavy payments they 
have to make in the shape of taxes, their condition will become v@ 
miserable indeed. The Government of India has therefore done 9 "7 
proper thing by issuing the circular in question. 


The subscription circular. 
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dent of the. Chéruvarid, of the 22nd April, says that — Cuasovanm, 

adorn as the income of the post-office at Samaj, in “Pr %% 
rhe Postmaster of Samaj, inMymen- the district of Mymensingh, has increased from 
sng , Rs. 30 to Rs. ty crates 4° pact given 
nt postmaster, who, by the way is discharging his mulvfarious 
8 rhiy and satisfactorily, should be increased. ‘The Postmaster of Sama], 
ghich is a first class branch post office gets only Rs. 3 a month, whilst the 
ostmasters of many second class post offices in the district of Mymensingh 

= Rs. 5 per month. This too is a point for consideration. 


wan Sanitvant, of the 28rd April, asks if Mr. Crawford, is Bvawan Sawstvanr, 
allay sige innocent of beihen’, why shouldthe mamlat- “Pre 1 
dars, who admitted having given bribes to him, 
be dismissed? If the story of Mr. Crawford’s receiving bribes is false, the 
sory of the mamlatdars giving bribes must be also false. 


. The Santi, of the 24th April, says that Mr. Edgar, Chief Secretary — Sa, 

" to the Gereraiens of Scape, will probably 4?» "™: 
Mr. Edger, Chief Secretary tothe accompany Sir Steuart Bayley in his visit to 
asempeaivameen _ Chittagong. Mr. Edgar has already been to 
Darjeeling and Simla, and will now goto Chittagong, but who will do his 
work? tis said that Mr. Edgar is communicating with his office at Cal- 
cutta by means of the telegraph; but who will pay the cost of this 
telegraphic communication ? 


43. The Sahachar, of the 24th April, says that the acquittal of  sanacuas, 
Mr. Crawford on the charge of bribery sug- 4?" 24, 1899. 
gests several inquiries. If Mr. Crawford is 

not guilty of bribery, why is Hanumanta Rao, the only charge against whom 

was that he had taken bribes for Mr. Crawford, rotting in jail? Again, if 

Mr, Crawford is not guilty of corruption, why should the native mamlatdars 

be dismissed for saying that they had given bribes tohim? It may be 

argued that the mamlatdars may have given bribes to Hanumanta Rao, who 

pretended to receive them for Mr. Crawford. But to believe this will be 

amiable credulity indeed! Those who give: bribes know, as a rule, to whom 

the bribes ultimately go. There is also this further question : if Mr. Crawford 

sto be dismissed for having borrowed money against rule, why should 

Mr. Beames be kept in the service, nay, why should Mr. Beames be even 

promoted ? If a Bombay Civilian is to be like Caesar’s wife, above suspicion, 

why should a Bengal Civilian be like Claudius’s wife ? 


The fact is tnat an officer who has friends in England need fear nothing 
ftom the authorities in this country. The power of the Viceroy is gradually 
becoming only nominal. All real power is in the hands of the Secretary of 
State. The writer is of opinion that Mr. Beames has somehow secured the 
Support of the Secretary of State, and the Indian authorities have had to 
submit to the order of the Secretary of State. It is therefore unreasonable to 
blame either Lord Lansdowne or Sir Steuart Bayley for Mr. Beames’ promo- 
lion, Sir Steuart, who is a true gentleman, likes to act in accordance with 
the wishes of the public, and whenever and wherever he cannot do so, it should 

‘presumed that secret influences, preventing him from acting as he would, 
te at work, But be that as it may, for the Government the disgrace is all 


ao ame. cn officer like Mr. Beames should not be kept in the Civil 
e. | 


Mr. Crawford and the mamlatdars. 


Messrs. Crawford and Beames. 


44, The same paper says that the circular of the Government of India —sauscuan 
___ prohibiting officers from raising subscription 
movements, “cers and political for the promotion of political purposes was 
Con issued a little before the. sitting of the last 
sréss, and on the strength of that circular subordinate officers, both in 


Governm 
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BHARAT MITRA. 


SURABHI O PaTaka, 
April 25th, 1889. 
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Bengal and the North-Western Provinces, were forbidden to raise gubgcr; 
tions for the Congress. The officers who were Presidents or Secretaries a 
Associations were therefore obliged to sever their connection with those 
Associations. The writer does not object to this circular, but he wants, 
know whether the circular applies to all officers without exception. Anq jt 
so, he would like to know how Sir Auckland Colvin can remain President of 
the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association in Allahabad. Is not there 
strong political odour about every act of this Association? Is not th, 
Association’s attempt to form Hurasian regiments and to Secure a certian 
proportion of appointments in the public service for Eurasians a political 
attempt? Is not the Association’s attempt to exclude Bengalis from the 
public service in the North-Western Provinces a political movement? |, it 
not true that, be Sir Auckland himself its author or not, a secret, circular js 
being sent to every public office in the North-Western Provinces with §} 
Auckland’s knowledge ? Is collection of subscriptions the only bad thing 
that can by done by Government officers? The circular of the Government 
of India should not be suffered to remain a dead letter in regard to the 
European officers of Government. 
45. The same paper says that Babu Brajendra Kumar Seal should 

have been appointed this time as an Officiating 

pat een & a. eee Calcutta High Court. There 
ourt. ° ° 

are not many Judges in this country s0 able 
as Brajendra Kumar. The Bengal Government also once promised to bring 
him into the High Court. But the favour of a Government, as an English 
and an Indian proverb would have it, is no more to be relied upon than 
a woman’s love. Again, the two Judges of the 24-Pergunnahs, Mr. Garret 
and Mr. Beveridge, are both old and able Judges, and the whole country 
would have been delighted at their elevation to the High Court. The writer 
has of course great respect for both Mr. Rampini and Mr. Gordon. But 
whose grandson is Mr. Hill? 

46. The Ahdrat Mitra, of the 25th April, has the following on the 
ea erie Crawford case:—Three cheers for British 
shit ees justice! Mr. Crawford’s native accomplice in 

bribery is rotting in jail, and Mr. Crawford himself is pronounced innocent 
of that charge. | 

47. The same paper says that mortality is very high, and births are 

very few, among the coolies of Assam on 
account of overwork. The appointment of 4 


Commission to enquire into the oppressions which are committed on coolies 
is therefore recommended. 


A Coolie Commission. 


48. The Surabhi o Pataka, of the 25th April, can by no means approve | 


of the decision of the Crawford Commission. 
The writer had stated at the outset that there 
was no probability of justice being done in this case by a Commission, and 
he said so because he thought that as the Commission was composed ¢2- 
tirely of Civilians, it was but natural that it should feel sympathy with a high 
brother officer like Mr. Crawford. And now the Commission has acquitted 
Mr. Crawford of bribery, and has only found him guilty of borrowin3 


money. But the following will show in what way Mr. Crawford used (0 
borrow money :— . 


‘The Commissioners say in their report that, during the whole time 
that he has been Commissioner of the Central Division, as well as before 
that time, Mr. Crawford has been continually borrowing money in Bombsy, 
Poona, and elsewhere. He has kept no accounts, and has, we are 88 
no real knowledge of his pecuniary position. The prosecution under srt 
No. 82 showed his borrowings within the division in 1887 and 188 


The Crawford case. 
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, 66,000, of which there 1s some evidence to show that: about 
ry pose ‘nto Mr. Crawford’s hands in cash; but on the latter point 


ot speak with any certainty. Of _ nese Joans, not less than 


amoun 
Rs. 40, 
no ’ certa 
Re. 40,000 is still due for the principal. 
“here is strong reason to think, as Mr. Crawford says, that these 
transactions are very far from exhausting his borrowings. We can form no 
pinion a8 to how far these borrowings resulted in the actual cash paid to 
Mr. Crawford, and how much was. of the nature of rewards; nor do we 
:now how far the cash that he did receive had to go to pay off the earlier 
loans by other persons, and how far it was available for his own use. Amid 
lI this confusion, two things seem to us to stand out clearly that Mr. Craw- 
‘rd was in a state of extreme embarrassment. This is plain from the 
tisproportion between his income and his expenditure. ‘It is shown also by 
he fact that he had to employ several agents to raise money for him, and to 
borrow in several different places, and by the further fact that in 1888 he was 
borrowing at a rate of interest of 24 per cent. per annum.. * * .. 8 


“We think it is shown that mixture of corruption with some degree of 
extortion which in this country springs up so readily and spreads so rapidly 
‘ft circumstances be favourable was prevalent round Mr. Crawford. Nor 
do we see any reason to doubt that Hanmant Rao took an active part 
in ite However, so far as Hanmant Rao is concerned, the responsibility 
of placing him in a position in which he could improperly obtain money 
rests upon Mr. Crawford. Again, it is said in the report that another 
point we have had to consider in its bearing on the general case is the 
extreme disproportion between the share of Mr. Orawford’s pay available 
to him for his own use and the amount he is shown to have expended in- 
cluding his remittances to the Comptoird’ Escompte and to Messrs. Watson 
and Co., as well as his personal expenditure. The suggestion was that the 
difference must have been obtained corruptly, but he had another source of 
supply in the extensive borrowing.” 


Did Mr. Crawford borrow all this money with any thought of repaying 
it? Apparently not. For he was growing old and must have thought of soon 
retiring from the country on pension. It is therefore impossible that he can 
have seriously thought of repaying the moneys he had been borrowing. 


And that being the case, it would be wrong to distinguish between such 
borrowing and bribery. 


Again, Mr. Crawford has been dismissed for borrowing, but Mr. Beames 
hes only been degraded for committing the same offence. Is there any 
difference hetween the two cases? Further, Mr. Crawford las only been 
dismissed, but his accomplice, Hanmant Rao is rotting in jail, And the 
mamlatdars who gave evidence against him will be dismissed, and some of 
them may even be sent to jail. Such is English justice | 


49. The Samaya, of the 26th February, is both sorry and astonished 
— : __ to hear that Mr. Beames will be appointed 
Revenue, «tthe ~Board of g Member of the Board of Revenue. The 
' writer has no personal grudge against Mr. 
etna but he wants that justice should be respected. There was proved 
agnat Mr. Beames the same offence for which Mr. Crawford has been dis- 
: a but he was only slightly degraded, and that degradation will be now 
ae . for by his proposed promotion. There are in the Public Service 
me Be ler officers than Mr. Beames. Mr. Smith, the Commissioner of the 


jeeldency Division, is an able, honest and popular officer. But why have 


48 claims to the Board been overlooked ? 
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50. The same paper cannot eT oe bee pe Appointed 
: to try Mr. Orawford has acquitted him 
Messrs. Orawford and Beames. charge of bribery. The evidence ete i 
on thé charge of bribery, appears to the writer to be quite convincin, 
Many mamlatdars are going to be dismissed because they admitted hayjp, 
given bribes to Mr. Crawford, and yet Mr. Crawford has been found innocent 
of bribery. This is a strange decision indeed ! 


The case suggests another inquiry. Mr. Crawford has been dismisse; 
by the Secretary of State for borrowing money, but Mr. Keames was guilty 
of the same offence and was not dismissed. Nay more, it is said that the 


Secretary of State is going to appoint Mr. Beames as a member of the 


Board of Revenue! Hasthe Secretary of State different standards of judg. 
ment for different persons ? 


51. The same paper says that a sound financial policy consists j, 
fixing the duty on liquor at a high rate, and 
that on the necessaries of life at a low rate. 
But the English Government does the very opposite thing in this country, 
It has raised the duty on salt to an extent which makes people unable to give 
their cattle salt to eat, and it has fixed the duty on liquor at 80 low a rate 
that two drunkards can get drunk with four pice worth of liquor. The duty 
on salt has been increased by eight-fold, and the duty on liquor has been 
reduced and made one-eighth ! The Magistrate of Karnoul reports that there 
has been an increased prevalence of diseases among cattle in his districr, 
which he attributes to cattle not getting salt to eat. It is not eay 
to understand how Government is indifferent in the matter, The writer 
hopes that the Viceroy will give his best attention to the subject. 


52. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 26th April, approves of the decision 
passed by the Secretary of State in the Crawford 
case, and says that that decision will satisfy 
everybody. Let unruly officers now beware. The decision has produced the 


belief in the public mind that punishment is not for the Indian alone, but 
also for the guilty Civilian. 


53. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 26th April, has read with astonish 

is otitle Auinntel, ment the coolie despatch of the Government 

of India. The writer never even dreamt that 

Lord Lansdowne would sign such a document. In framing the despatcl, 

the Governor-General was no doubt guided by the advice of the Europea 

officials of Assam. But before rejecting the popular prayer for a Coolie 

Commission, His Excellency should have heard what the people had to sj 

in the matter. Lord Lansdowne should therefore appoint without delay 4 

Commission to enquire into the condition of the coolies in Assam, and reform 
the .coolie law in the light of the recommendations of that Commission. 


54. The Dainik o Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 28th April, refernog 

nO to the arrest of Tarakbrahma on the suspicio? 

that he is Pratap Singh, says that it does 00! 

look well in the powerful English Government to be'so afraid of Pratap 

Singh. The English Government once made itself ridiculous by actil 
precisely in this way in connection with Nana Sahib. 


Even if Ranjit Singh were to come again into the world he would 0 
be able to incite the Punjabis to rebellion, and even if his son Dhuleep 
Singh were to come, he would not be able to incite the Punjabis to rebellion 
Is not the fear therefore quite ludicrous that Pratap Singh will be able' 


ie the Punjabis to rise? Such display of fear will only encourss® 
ussia. 


Financiering in India. 
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«BB. «The Daintk o Samdchdr Chandrtkds Damm oSamacnas 
of the 29th April, has the following. about  apri 2m, 1880. 


Mr. Phillips. 


. oe | Me : 
“ ye impartial newspaper editor. must admit that Mr. Secretary 
Phillips is not.capable of discharging the duties of. a. Magistrate, and that 
soolnese and discretion are qualities of which he does not possess even & 
grain. Mr. Phillips is sure to be punished. Mark what the Hindu Ranjika 
newspaper of Rajshahye says of him :— | ; 


‘A question in Parliament regarding the Editor-Magistrate Mr. Phillips. 
has inspired our contemporaries with the hope that the Magistrate will now 
have to give up his Editorship ; and that thus the unfortunate native will now. 
be spared his sharp abuse. Our contemporaries are therefore in @ glee, but 
we see nothing to rejoice at in the matter. The Editor-Magistrate has 
now become a full-fledged Magistrate, and we shall have to go on suffering 
ander his Magistrateship. We cannot therefore rejoice simply because 
he will cease to be an Editor. , : 


None but those who know Mr. Phillips will be able to realise how 
much the people of Rajshahye will have to suffer if he remains among them 
sometime longer. All menin Rajshahye, zemindars and ryots, tremblé at the 
mention of Mr. Phillips’ name, for his anger is great, and it is destruetion 
itself to oppose his will. As a river, when opposed by a rock, forces its way 
through it somehow or other and assumes a dreadful aspect, as if it intended 


to spread ruin all.round, so disastrous also are the consequences when Mr. 
Phillips’ will is opposed. os lial 


‘Rajah Jogendranath has fallen into his bad graces. Owing: to the 
opposition of Rajah Jogendranath, Mr. Phillips could not carry clear water | 
from the river Narada to the chowkies of Nattore. The Rajah had a 
decree of court in his favour. In order to be able to make this decree null 
and void, Mr. Phillips asked the Lieutenant-Governor for powers under 
section 144 of the COcde of Criminal Procedure. But this. unreasonable 
request of Mr. Phillips found no favour with the just and generous Sir. 
Steuart Bayley. By refusing Mr, Phillips authority: to excavate a canal 
against the orders of a law court, the Lieutenant-Governor prevented him 
from exercising his Magisterial authority, Mr. Phillips is now trying to 
injure Rajah Jogendranath in other ways. Sei ie eiii. 

‘There is a ferry-gh&t belonging to Rajah Jogendranath on: the river 
Narad in Nattore. The Rajah has been in possession of this gh&t for more 
than 20 years. The income from this ghat is not small, On the day of the 
Bijayé (the day on which the gooddess Durga is consigned to water) 
there is a boat-race on the river and a mela on its banks. This is a great 
Source of income to the ghat. But our Magistrate, Mr. Phillips, wants to 
Construct a bridge over that river. If this bridge is constructed, it will be 
impossible for large boats to navigate the river, and thus the public will be 
uconvenienced, and the Rajah will suffer pecuniary loss. Mr. Phillips is con- 
‘ttucting the bridge against the Rajah’s wish and without making arrange- 
nents for awarding him compensation, and with that view commenced the 
work of digging on the 3rd Bysack last. If a bridge* is really nece 
, the public interest, and if it is calculated to be useful, we should not think 
8 t to object to its construction, But if its construction involves the 
seer of any private right of ownership and pecuniary loss to anybody, 
ak, ould consider such construction, without payment of compensation, 
a and illegal, Reader! mark what oppressions are being committed 

sccount of Mr. Phillips being Magistrate of Rajshahye. A previous 


Pi 


. ” When the . 7 i ae 9 : as 
suit f paper was passing through the press, we leartit- that Rajah J ‘bri 
of damages valued at is. 10,000 agains st Mr 4 Phillips and McCosh, the Mo note vo ee 
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Magistrate of Rajshahye, Mr. Ruddock, constructed a temporary bam 
cr but séeing that much money would have to be spent in Neem 
in consequence of the destruction of private = he broke down thy 
bridge. What a previous Magistrate desisted from doing from consider. 
ations. of justice, Mr. Phillips is going to do with a- view of obtaining 
notoriety. | 
‘un Tasting Rajaha aside, even common people are suffering from his cap. 
ciousness. It is said that many have been dispossessed of lands adjoining 
their houses on the occasion of the broadening of the streets. In the-town 
itself and under our own eyes, Mr. Phillips has included in a street a portion 
of the land belonging to the public library. The late Magistrate, My. 
Ruddock, Judge Badcock, the Municipal Chairman, Baboo Kedareswa; 
Bhattacharjya, and other men of position, respectability and experience fixed 
the limits of the land granted in aid of the library. 
‘If the High Court had not done justice, the honoured kaviraj (native 
hysician) Isvar Chandra Sen would have had to go to jail on account of 
Mr. Phillips’ displeasure against him, and many others have had to suffer and 
many are now suffering on account of his displeasure. Under these circum. 
stances, the writer will not be glad if only a question is asked in Parliament 
regarding Mr. Phillips, or if Mr. Phillips is only made to give up the Caleuttg 
Review. ‘Our prayer to the generous Sir Steuart Bayley is that he vill 
save the people of Rajshahye from Mr. Phillips’ excellent administratiog, 
We too request Sir Steuart Bayley to remove the unhappiness of the people 
of Rajshahye. Anarchy is preferable to the administration of a man of Mr, 
nag ro stamp. The whole population of the district has been exasperated 
y him.” 
Bovavemanan 56. The Navavibhékar pace war igh the aad 7 nS a 
a peil 29th, 1889. erusal of the papers of the case of Baboo 
Mookerjee vi a ee Kanti Chandra MooKerjea, late Extra Assistant 
Commissioner of Assam, will clearly show that 
he has fallen a victim to conspiracy. Je bas appealed to the Viceroy 
against his dismissal. It will be to the honour of the English Government 
if the Viceroy can do justice in this case. 5 
oy 57. Tne Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the — Bo on asks ‘if 4 Crawford 
A dua is, innocent of bribery, why should Hanumanta 
ae OS EO Bie hes cole afiseen, ivenlan to the convic- 
ting Magistrate,. was. procuring bribes for Mr. Orawford, shoald rot in jai, 
and-why should the mamlatdars, who admitted having - given: bribes: to 
Mr. Orawford, be dismissed ? Government's: proceedings show that it: -wanis 
to screen Mr. Crawford. Again, Mr. Crawford has been dismissed’ from the 
Civil Service for borrowing money from people ‘living~ within ’ his jars 
diction. Mr. Beames was guilty of the same offence, arid ‘he -was ‘simply 
degraded. He is now again being promoted: to thé Boatd of Revenue st 
the recommendation of the Secretary of State. If the Secretary of Stet 
overrules the decisions of the Government of India in such cases, the pret 
tige of that Government will go. 
Sauvad PRABHAKAR, 58. The Samedd Prabhékar, of the 30th April, says that:'the offence 
Ag eh Eee ies which Mr.. Beames committed is the same 
ee that which Mr. Crawford committed. ‘But'the 
treatment of the two offenders has been very dissimilar. One of then hes 
been dismissed from the service of Government, the other has-been i 
with what amounts to no punishment at all. The dissimilarity does-nOot ¢2 
here. Mr. Beames, who was removed from the Board of Revenue, bas 
sent back to it. In accounting for this difference in the treatment of 


two offenders, some people lay stress on the strong sense of justice of Lord 
Reay, the Governor of Bombay. es, 


i J 
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that as it may, by bringing Mr. Beames back into the Board, 
Sir Peal Bayley has astonished the publicin this country. Same people 
ay that the re-instatement of Mr. Beames is due to the influence of his 
fiends at home, and that neither Lord Lanedowne nor Sir Steuart Bayley, had 
soy hand in the matter. If so, the Governor-General and the Lieutenaet- 
Governor should have protested against the action of the Home authorities. 


IV.—Native STATES. 


59. The Sahachér, of the 24th April, says that the Englishman is 
ta Cin very glad atthe ovation which Sir Frederick 
ee "* Roberts has received in Cashmere. But does 


he Englishman koow’ why the natives worship Mansd, the goddess of 


serpents ? 
V.—PRosPEcts OF THE CROPS AND. CONDIITON OF THE PEOPLE. 


60. The Sdreudhdnidht, of the 22nd April, says that the arrange- 
‘ments made by Government. for the relief of 
the famine-stricken people of Bengal and 
Behar are not adequate. Government ought to import food-grains into 
these provinces, and sell them at a fixed price. It should make no scruple 


of interfering with free trade at such a time. 
61. The Sénés, of the 24:h April, says that distress in Diamond 


Famine in Bengal and Behar. 


Harbour is increasing, and one man, Nilambara 


Distress in the Diamond Harbour T)as, by name, is .reported to have already 
‘ died of starvation. It is hoped that the 
Lieutenant-Governor will. enquire into the truth of this statement, and take 
steps to remove the scarcity. If people living so near Oalcutta die of 
starvation, 8 blot will be cast on the administration of Sir Steuart Bayley. 
62. The Praja Bandhu, of the 26th April, says that it has already 
shown that distress has taken a severe form 
Distress in the Diamond Harbour jin the Diamond Harbour sub-division, and 


b.divisi di atior 
— that one person has already died of starvation. 


But the Government and the people are completely indifferent.in the matter. 
Are the hearts of the people of this province made of stone that they: 


ate looking calmly on while their countrymen are dying of starvation ? 
One should not, it is true, wonder at such conduct in the hankerers after 
titlle—those unfeeling, flint-hearted men who will spend large sums of 
money for mere baubles. But better conduct is expected of the educated 
people, who, too, unfortunately, are. taking no notice of this scarcity. 
Government has made no enquiries into the accounts of the searcity published 
in the newspapers. There is, however, no more time to be lost. If Govern- 
meat and the public do not come forward to help the distressed, there will 
many deaths from starvation. | ) 
63. A correspondent of the Bangabasi, of the 27th April, says that 


_ The condition of certain pergunnahs 


Jalamutha, Amarsi, Bajarpur, Paharpur and 

tereral other pergunnahs in the district of Midnapore, culminating at 
‘in a complete obstruction and in the consequent conversion of the 

Petgunnahs, comprising an area of 16 square miles into a vast lake. 
“gticultural operations are therefore at 9 standstill, and the ryots are 
n Steat distress. Cases of theft and‘dacoity are also on, the increase. 
Crerament is doing absolutely nothing to remove the obstruction to 
"unage, Some of the. pergunnahs named: above are khas mehals, and 
Che thereof having been unable to pay rent ‘to Government, : the 
“ctor has determined to issue certificates against them, ie . 


there has been for some years past more or. 
athe district of Midna pore, less obstruction to drainage within Majnamutha, — 
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VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. - : ‘ 

64. A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 18th Apri 

says that scarcity of water is being seyera 

Scarcity of water in Gaibands, felt at Palashbari, Tulsighat, and other slans 

Bungpore. in Gaibanda sub-division of the Rungpor 

district, and requests the District Board to dig anumber of wells jn thoy 


laces. | 
: 65. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 24th April, says that the Amrita Ban, 

Mr. Phillips and the Calcutta Patrika’s protest against Mr. Phillips’ ‘editing 
Review. a political paper, the Calcutia Review, in cop. 
travention of a circular issued by the Goveroment of India in 1875, hs 
at last borne fruit. The question of Mr. Phillips’ editing the Caley, 
Review was raised in Parliament, and Sir John Gorst will soon draw the 
attention of Lord Lansdowne to the matter. According to the Englishmgy 
newspaper, the Government of Bengal will call upon Mr. Phillips to give 
up his Editorship of the Calcutta Review. But will not Mr. Phillips, with 
his known subtlety, be able to give a new interpretation to the circular jp 
question, and thus continue to edit the Revzew ? : 

66. The Sahachar, of the 24th April, says that complaint is made 
by the purchasers of Indian wheat that it js 
adulterated with dust and with other grains, 
But English merchants themselves are in some measure responsible for this, 
They make a deduction of five per cent. on account of dust and other grains 
supposed to be mixed with wheat. The cultivators are therefore compelled to 
mix other articles with their wheat, and the extent of the mixture amounts to 
two per cent. in excess of the deduction. The reason why other grains are 
found to be mixed with wheat is that poverty compels the Indian cultivators 
to grow several kinds'‘of crops on their wheat fields, in the hope that, if some 
But this adulteration is discovered even in 
cases where wheat is purchased not directly from the cultivators, but from the 
Marwaries. But adulteration, no matter how caused, will in the end cause 
pecuniary loss, and pecuniary loss will sooner or later convince the Indian 
cultivators that dishonesty is bad policy even in trade. Several natives have 
been educated by Government at Cirencester, and much good may result 
if they are sent out into the country to instruct cultivators in the art of 
cultivation. 7 | 

67. The same paper‘says that everybody knows how severely Mr. 

as te Phillips has attacked the Bengalis in the 
sa Calcutta Review. The writer is therefore 
glad to hear that, in reply to a question put by Mr. Bradlaugh in Parliament, 
Sir John Gorst has promised to draw Lord Lansdowne’s attention 
Mr. Phillips’ management of that Review. This should have been dove 
long before. The condition of the country is changed, and the officials 
= to feel that the people will not tolerate such officers as are hostile to 
them. | 

68. The Surabhi o Patékd, of the 25th April, referring to the rue 
recently made that the military bands of Fort 
William will not play at native festivals without 
the permission of the Commanding Officers, and that even when such perm 
sion is granted they will not play in their uniform, asks, who has made this 
invidious rule, and has he made it under the influence of the anti-Congre 
feeling ? ' 

69. Continuing its article on the effects of English rule on the health 
of the country (see Weekly Report on Natire 
Papers for week ending 27th April 1889, Me 
graph 51), the same paper mentions 


Adulteration of wheat. 


Military bands at native festivals. 
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following additional causes of the deterioration of the health of the Indian 
people pglish rule :— fa | F 
(1) Want of sufficrent nutritious food.—The quantity of nutritious 
food grown in the country would be quite sufficient for 1f, 
but much of that food is exported to foreign countries. 
The price of such food is therefore increasing, and thus 
the poor are prevented from procuring it in sufficient 
quantities. Itis true this export brings in money, but 
that money goes into the pockets of only a few merchants 
; and traders. 
(2) Adulteration of fovd.—Social discipline served as an effective 
check on this practice in past times. But that discipline 
is now either gone or seriously impaired. And Govern- 
ment does nothing to put down this practice. 
(3) Want of pure drinking water.—The importance of an adequate 
supply of good drinking water was deeply felt by the 
Hindu legislators, and it is for that reason that they 
enjoined the excavation of tanks as an act of great reli- 
gious merit. Dr. Gregg and Dr. K. P. Gupta have also 
pointed out the necessity of excavating tanks, and it is to 
be hoped that the municipalities will do what has been 
urged upon them by the two doctors. 


70. The Zducation Gazetie, of the 26th April, says that England foccation Gazerre, 
eee not being an agricultural country is under “4° 7° ***. 
ee ee ee the necessity of importing food and food-grains 
and other raw produce from other countries, and finds herself wealthier in 
proportion as she can bring raw material from other countries in exchange 
for her manufactured wares. But the case is very different as regards 
India who is under no necessity of importing food from other countries, and 
whose truest interest, therefore, lies in herself converting into manufactured 
ware her own raw produce instead of sending such produce, as she now does, 
to England, and taking England’s manufactures in return. The new Indian 
trade, which consists principally in the exchange of India’s raw produce for 
England’s manufactured goods, is therefore doing no good to India, and is 
only benefiting England. 

71. A-correspondent of the Sulabha Samdchdr o Kusadaha, of the g,, .o5 sauaczano 
26th April, says that the doctor is a very  Kvsupam, 
important personage in a tea-garden. He i 
has to discharge many important duties. And if he is invested with power - 
and responsibility by Government, coolie oppression in the tea-gardens of 
Assam is sure to diminish. It is desirable therefore that the doctor should 


occupy the same position in a tea-garden as a Political Resident does in the 
Court of a native prince. : 


The correspondent does not see the necessity of importing men and 
women of respectable classes for the proposed coolie colony in Assam. 
sons of respectable classes will certainly be out of place in a colony 
flabourers. Coolie recruiters should be therefore’ warned not to bring 
persons of respectable classes into tbe colony, and should be distinctly given 
0 understand that if they do bring such persons into the colony they will 
¢ dismissed or otherwise punished. ‘The idea of a coolie colony is a good * 
one, and the civilising institution of marriage should be introduced among 
the coolies of this colony. , 
7 2. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 26th April, again draws the attention Pi Baxpav. 
Money lending in to Board's Office, Of @oVernment to the fact that the following  4?r 1% 
' employes in the office of the Board of Revenue, 
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namely, Babu Sasibhushan Mitter, of the Income-tax Department, Mung: 
Umeshchandra Banerjea, of the Record Department, and the pensioned duftei, 
Shekh Golam Hossein, are carrying on a money-lending business in thy 
office. They lend money to poor clerks at a monthly interest of 64 percent 
Has the Income-tax Assessor gone to sleep? This trade could not have been 
carried on except with the permission of the Chief Clerk. ‘Will not the 
Members of the Board and the Bengal Government attend to the matter? 
78. The Bangabdsi, of the 27th April, thus speaks of the bestowal of 


| sans Giaitien it Dieehite. the title of Mahamahopadhyaya on the learned 


pundits of Bengal at the recent Durbar, 
Belvedere :— 


On Tuesday last, the 9th April, we lost everything which we possessed, 


The highest and the most terrific peak of the Himalaya has crumble 
down! It seems that the strategy of statecraft has deprived the Brahmin 


of everything he possessed. The 9th of April was the day fixed for the 
distribution of titles. Hindus and Mussulmans, craving for titles, assembled 


in the palace of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. The 
giver of titles was a mlechchha. That was a grotesque sight—the assemblage 
of these three peoples in one and the same room. There was, on the one hand, 
Pundit Bhubana Mohana Vidyaratna, the greatest pundit of Navadwipa, and 
there was, onthe other, Sheikh Mahammad Jilami of Calcutta; there was, 
on the one hand, Pundit Mahesa Chandra Nyayratna, and there was, on the 


other, Moulavi Mahammed Hoshen of Patna; there was, on the one hand, 


Pundit Sriram Siromani, and there was, on the other, Moulavi Waheduddin; 
there was, on the one hand, Pundit Rakhal Das Nyayratna, and there was, 
on the other, Moulavi Kubiruddin; there was, on the one hand, Pundit 
Prasanna Chandra Nyayaratna, and there was, on the other, Syed Kazi Reza 
Hoshen ; there was, on the one hand, Pundit Dinabandhu Nyayaratna, and 
there was, on the other, Babu Prem Chand Baral ; there was, on the one 
hand, Pundit Chandrakant Tarkalankar, and there was, on the other, 
Kumar Baikanthnath De of Balasore ; there was, on the one hand, Raja 
Haraballabha Narayana Siugh of Bhagalpore, and there was, on the other, 
Babu Bepin Behari Datta, a pleader of Midnapore. A most curious 
gathering, certainly, to meet with at the same ghat ! 

‘First of all Maharajah Haraballabha Narayan Singh received his sanad. 
As soon as he came near His Honour, on the dais every one in the durbat 
(so says our reporter) stood up. The reporter of the Hnglishman newspaper 
says much the same thing: ‘ All present rose from their seats.” After 
great many people had in this manner received their sanads, the work of 
distributing the title of Mahamahopadhyaya began. It was like the 
beginning of the feast of the beggars after the entertainment of Brahmans, 
Kayasthas and Nabasaks. 

“A saheb began to conduct each Mahamahopadhyaya duly dressed to 
the presence of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. Many felt amazed 
at the sight of that extraordinary dress. It consisted of a gheratops (3 
covering cloth like that used to cover palanquins) covering the whole body, 4 
silver takma fastened on the breast and the word ‘“ Mahamahopadyays 
inscribed on that akapras, On seeing this, some people whispered among thet- 
selves: ‘Is thisa Mahamahopadhyaya or a fantastic dau?’ and some said— 
‘No, it is not that, it is a Judge’s orderly.’ Men of feeling in fact could not, 
at that moment, testrain their tears. And the sense of shame was 800ver 
powering with many that they devoutly wished that the earth might yaw2 # 
swallow them up. Just think what the matter was. Was that dress such # 
befits a Brahmin—Pundit ? A pair of boots for the feet, an alkhalla. ( loose 


garment) for the body, a coachman’s pugrée for the head, and a peada’s 
at the waist. 
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Miechchha’s house on invitation, accepting a mlechchha’s 

gift ‘ane with Musealmans in the same muylis, taking _attar and 
a from mlechchha hands, shaking hands with oe Eee and last of all 

F isaming upon salaaming—should a Brahman Pundit do such things P It 
‘clearly stated in Chapter 71 of the Vishnusamhita that no one should 
sonverse with a woman in her course, with a mlechchha and a man of the 
meanest caste. And persons versed in the shastras certainly know that sin 
is propagated by conversation, by touching the body, by contact with the 
breath and by eating, sleeping and sitting together. ‘No gift’ says Manu 
hould be taken from a king who is not a Kshatriya. But what is that that 
has taken place to-day ?—why, accepting an invitation from a mlehchha’s 
house and accepting gifts as well. . ees ae 

“The said eight Mahamahopadhyayas are Pundits respected throughout 
the country. And it appears that what they have done, they have done not 
under a clear perception of what they were doing, but under the fascination of, 
niyd and moha, So, the fault is not theirs—it is all yuga-dharma ; it is all 
owing to the degeneracy of the age.” 

We blame nobody—we simply grieve. The Brahmin, who was one day 
the head of society, has now bent his head in order to salaam a white man. 
The Brahmin, with the dust of whose feet the king, the lord of the world, 
one day decorated his head, has been now obliged to put on a pair of 
boots from a fear lest the self-same dust of his feet should create dirt on a 
mlechchha’s floor. . Nay more, thé Brahmin, the mark of whose feet 
Bhagawan Himself, with pleasure bears on his breast, has now felt no hesita- 
tion in rendering homage to a mlechchha by accepting attar and pan from 
mlechchha’s hands and in a mlechchha’s house. 

Formerly, even in this Kali age, things were not so bad. It is narrated 
in Greek history that the hero Alexander, during his stay in India after his 
conquest of that country, heard of the learning of the Pundit Dandadcharyya, 


and sent some body to bring him into his court. Dandacharyya; who lived 
in a hut, said to the messenger of Alexander :— 


‘T am not anxious to receive such favours as a King can bestow. I will 
not go to the palace of the Greek King. I do not want gold, jewels, pearls 
and precious stones, nor do I want villages and towns. Why, then, shall 
[goto the King ? If your King is really very desirous to see me, tell him 
locome to me.’ The messenger said, ‘disobeying the King’s order may cost 
you your life.” Dandacharyya laughed. 

The question now is—how to turn the tide? By what means can 
the realm of Maya, called into existence by Mahamantra, be destroyed P 
Means there is none. So let us cry to our heart’s content.” 

74, The Darus Salianat, of the 28th April, referring to the rayer of 


ge Shahzada Mabmud Bakht, a wember of th 
A membe e e fa ‘ . : ' . . 
; me — saad Mysore family, having a knowledge of English, 

du and Parsi, to the Lieutenant-Governor that he may be given an appoint- 
nent in the State service in place of his pension, says that 1f this prayer is 
sranted, other members of the Mysore family, as wellas the members 
of the Oudh family, will be induced to follow this good example, 


73. The Som Prakdsh, of the 29th April, referring to the casein the 


one : _.. Allahabad High Court in which  certai 
vingtting of minors by Christian on have been accused of Living 
aptised a minor of the name of Satyachar 
stukravarti, expresses the hope that Justice Straight and Justice ‘Mahmud 
save the Hindu from future Missionary opereece by doing justice in 


“ case. Cases of the baptising of minors by Christian Missionaries are 


me 


8 trequently heard of, and Government ought to speedily dev; 3 
ans of saving Hindu boys and girls from the Rieas of the Reside 


DARUSSALTANAT, 
April 28th, 1889 
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6. The Navavibhikar Sddhérant, of the 29th April, appro 

: Dewan Jai Prakash Lal’s ei c y* 
some poor Bebar ryots to the district of Lowe, 
Burma where wheat will grow well. Many will of course be unwilling at 
to leave their country and go to Burma, but there can be no doubt that no 
only Beharis but also the people of other parts of India will emigrate ther 
of their own accord when they will find such emigration profitable. §y¢, 
emigration will not only benefit the ryots but also the Government, Govern. 
ment has now to spend money when there is famine, and has at any rate t, 
incur some odium. But on such occasions it will not have to spend mop 
or incur the odium of not spendiog money if the surplus Behar peasantry can 
be sent to Burma. Again, the revenue of Lower Burma, which is now yery 
small, will undergo expansion as its population increases by reason of the 
emigration. ° 

77. The Datnik o Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 30th April, quotes 
from the Bangabdst newspaper's article op 
the distribution of the title of Mahamaho. 

ddhdya to the pundits of Bengal (reported in 

this week’s Report on Native Papers paragraph 73), and makes the folloy. 
ing observations :— 


* According to the Bangabdst, this acceptance, by Brahmins, of title 
at mlechchha hands is the result of the Yugadharma. But we say, it is also 
the result of Babuism, Unfortunately for the country, some of the learned 
Brahmins amongst us have become Baboos. And by association with them, 
other pundits have also been converted into Baboos. It is for this reason that 
they (the Brahmins) now show so much affection for false grandeur, so much 
susceptibility to false praise, and so much blindness from false pride. Man's 
discontent comes of his cherishing hopes that are incapable of being realised. 
And it is discontent which is working the ruin of the Brahmin. Thereis 
now no light in that Navadwipa which was once made famous by pundits 
Raghunath, Mathuranath, Jagadisa, Gadhadhara, Ramanath and by their sell- 
abnegation and their sacred and dignified poverty and by the purity of their 
character. The once glorious Bhatpara has lost all her glory. It looks asif 
the class of pundits has lost its once proud position. And the man ha 
certainly forgotten the ancient glory of the Aryas, who can stand unmoved 
by such aspectacle. It is because the pundits have lost this self-respect, sell- 
esteem and dignity in poverty, that the Brahminical society has lost ils 
respect. And it is because Brahminical society has lost its respect that Hindu 
society has fallen into the lowest depths of degeneracy. It is the duty of | 
every Hindu to devise means by which this state of things may be improved. 
It should also be borne in mind that the whole Arya society is responsibile 
for the degeneracy of the pundit class.” 


Emigration to Lower Burma. 


Py Mahamahopadhyyas_ in Belve- 
re. 


Urntrya Papers. 
78. The Otkal Dinikd, of the 7th April, notices with approval the 


improvement proposed to be effected by the 


aon meney cone Postal Department on the system of money: 


order payments. 

79. The same paper announces with great regret the death of 
nnn Mr. John Bright, Member of Parliament. The 

=. Editor observes that India was much beneil 
by him, and his death is therefore generally mourned as a national calamity. 
80. The same journal draws Lg attention of the a ay of Cuttac 

7 s to the failure on the part of the 
The police and coolie recruiting. bri he to justice the ph coolie-recrullet 
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ff by the police which required him to pay the expenses of the 
oo ang the ho fhe finds fault ty the police in compounding the case 
without bringing it to the notice of the Magistrate. It is also stated that 
ve. previous occasion the Magistrate released a coolie-recruiter with only 
: ot for the payment of the expenses incurred in bringing the coolies 
om their native villages. The Magistrate should not, says the Kditor, have 
icalt with the recruiter so leniently when complaints of coolie oppression are 


ouring in from all quarters, and Government is taking special measures 
against its recurrence. 

1, The same paper notices with extreme sorrow the death of the 
3 Rajah of Nayagurh, Ladu Kissore Sing Man- 
The Bajeh of Nayagarh. dhata. The Editor remarks that he wasa 
sympathetic and kind-hearted Rajah. 


The Samoddbéhikd, of the 4th April, expresses deep sorrow at the 
: death of Mr. John Bright, who, the Editor 
John Bright. observes, was a true friend of India. 


83. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 13th April, points out that while it is 
against the policy of Government to appoint 
Indebted men as Honorary Magis- gentlemen involved in debt to responsible 
mei posts in the public service, it is not clear why 
me such gentlemen have been appointed as Honorary Magistrates in this 
‘istrict. Some have also been appointed as members of committees in charge 
of large religious and charitable endowments. Being unable to protect and 
manage their own properties, they are in every way incompetent to manage 
the properties of others; and their indebted position does not qualify 
them to occupy responsible posts in which it will be necessary to dispense 
justice. , 

84, The same journal learns from one of its Jajpore correspondents 
that theft and arson are rife in that town. 
It is said that the thieves burn houses, whose 
inmates in consequence keep up whole nights. Reports of incendiarism 
come from the mofussil almost every day, to which the special attention of 
the authorities is drawn. ) 

85. The Samvddbadhika, of the 11th April, thanks Sir Steuart Bayley, 

; the lLieutenant-Governor of Bengal, for 
pit Beames in the Board of spnointing Mr. Beames, the Commissioner of 


the Bhagulpore Division, to act for Mr. Peacock 
23a Member of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces. 


86. The Uriya and Navasamvdd, takes the same view of the subject, 


7 , but the Uthal Dipikd, of the 20th April, 

Revenue, ns ‘2 the Boord of remarks that this is the one unpopular act yet 
done by Sir Steuart Bayley. 

87. The Samvddbdhiké, of the 11th April, thanks His Honour the 


Coolie legislation, Lieutenant-Governor for His Honour’s attempt 


: by means of legislation to remove the distress 
and grievances of coolies intended for the labour districts of Assam and 
Passing through Bengal. , 


so. A correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvdd, of the 10th April, 
ee writes that theft is prevailing to an alarming 
division, © Kendrapara sub- extent in Derabis and Mantripara villages in 
the Kendrapara sub-division. The villagers 

quently compelled to pass restless nights and keep nocturnal watch 
, 8toups. The police should, under such circumstances, exercise greater 


mane The village chowkidars should be more attentive to their 


Theft in Jajpore. 
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URIYA AND NaVa- 
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89. The Silchar, of the 22nd gy 2 says preg of ephants . 
a ae retty frequent at Silchar, but the po); 

ae st ‘aed the thieves, ites the 

months ago an elephant, belonging to Baboo Girish Chandra Ganguli of that 

place, was stolen, and the Baboo recently recovered the animal by his oy, 

efforts. But on the day following that on which it was recovered, the ¢l:. 

phant was again stolen. Would it not be well to dismiss these incompetey; 
police officers ? ss ; 

90. The same paper says that it is Assam’s misfortune tho 


sin taille Mr. FitzPatrick is really going to Hyderabad. 


91. The same paper says that the sepoys at Silchar are creatin 

disturbances. Recently, five of them induleed 

in rough jokes at some coolie women, and gano 

obscene songs in their presence. But the Colonel of the regiment, to which 

these sepoys belong, has declared them innocent, and has written to the 

burrah sahib to punish the women. The durrah sahrd is investigating the 
matter. 

92. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Bhanga, con- 

: plains that the questions in Mental Arith- 

ae ee Examination in metic at the last Upper Primary Examination 


were very difficult, and the time allowed for 
answering them was very short. 


The sepoys at Silchar. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSUATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 4th May 1889. 


E. J. H. & others—Bengal Sect. Press.—Reg. No. 993C=-68— 6-65-89 


